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 Category:ECMA standardsQ: What is the difference between a string and a char in C? I'm a little confused on how to use strings and chars in C. Can someone explain what the difference is between a char and a string? What are the restrictions on what characters can be placed in a char? What are the restrictions on what characters can be placed in a string? A: A char is an 8 bit variable that can hold
any character of the computer's character set, usually including the basic latin alphabet. A string is a series of chars put together. The c compiler reserves a set of memory for the string and then each time you store a character, you add it to the end of that series. The character set is not limited to what you see in the basic latin alphabet. You can have a character set of chinese characters or extra

characters like the Greek alphabet. String is a sequence of chars, while char is just a single character. The sequence is terminated by a 0-terminator char. To be more precise, char is a scalar, while string is a sequence of scalars. There is no strict limit to the type of char. You can have chars with values that are negative, larger than int, or not even of any type at all (for example, the 0-terminator char).
For example: char *name = "John"; will create a char array. But char name[] = "John"; will create a char array, and not a string. When doing you create a pointer to a char, which is a type that contains a char. When doing you create a char array, which is a type that contains a char. A char is just a single char. char can represent a single character from the common character set. int is an integer.

Example (in C89): char my_char = 'a'; // 0x61 int my_int = 65; // 0x41 char is a simple type. It is an example of a scalar type. It cannot be an 82157476af
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